
Announcements June 7, 2020 

 Graduation-Virtual and In Person Plans 

As you know, the District has formed two committees to study graduation and commencement activities 
for June 2020. To date, the Graduation/School Closure Committee has met five times and the Parent 
Graduation Committee has met twice. 

The District’s first response was to develop a Virtual Graduation Program which will be presented to the 
public on Thursday, June 18, 2020. The District has hired a local videographer to take the required video 
and to edit the final project. All the speeches have been recorded and the draft of the Virtual 
Graduation has been forwarded to the building administrators for their preliminary review. 

Not all committee members agreed; however, the collective opinion of those serving on the two 
Graduation Committees is to conduct the In-Person Graduation activity on June 19, 2020 as originally 
scheduled in the school calendar. The collective opinion also suggests that to conduct the ceremony in 
July would be anti-climactic for the students and their families. It appears that most of the students 
want to proceed with their future plans which, of course, includes attending high school in the Fall. 

You will recall that the committees proposed three options to be considered depending on the number 
of people allowed at a public event at the time of the commencement activity. At this point, the District 
needs to finalize the plan. Currently, with the 25-person limit on public events, the only option that is 
reasonable and feasible is the “Drive Through” Graduation. 

The “Drive Through” Graduation activities will be conducted on the same day at Haskell School and the 
Wanaque School, June 19, 2020. Each family will be scheduled a five-minute time slot to drive in and 
pick up the diploma and take family pictures. Additionally, the videographer is planning to take a video 
of the actual receipt of the diploma along with a professional snapshot of each graduate. Photographers 
from the two PTAs will also be present to take a quick family photo before the family leaves. The videos 
of the actual graduation activity will be embedded into the Virtual Graduation to enhance this 
commencement keepsake. 

This procedure will repeat 61 times in the Wanaque School and 38 times in the Haskell School. 
Obviously, the “Drive Through” Graduation will take approximately five hours at the Wanaque School 
and three hours at the Haskell School. 

The committee members and the school officials are working to finalize all the requisite arrangements 
for the “Drive Through” Graduation including notifying municipal officials and the Police, decorating the 
stage, delivering the Graduation Package to the graduates with the individual awards, pins and 
certificates; yearbook; gowns; T-shirts etc. 

The next meeting of the Graduation/School Closure Committee is scheduled for tomorrow Monday, 
June 8, 2020. The Committee will be working on all aspects of the “Drive Through” Graduation. 

  

 



Commencement Week June 15-19, 2020 

Monday, Evening June 15 – Eighth Grade Awards Program for the Haskell and Wanaque Schools 

Monday, June 15 – Virtual Field Day 

Tuesday, June 16 and Wednesday, June 17 – delivery of gowns, yearbooks, awards etc. 

Tuesday, June 16 – Virtual Art Showcase 

Thursday Evening June 18 – Virtual Graduation 

Friday, June 19 – “Drive Through” Graduation, Haskell School starting at 3 PM Wanaque School starting 
at 2 PM 

Incoming Kindergarten Information  

The Wanaque School District is excited to welcome the incoming Kindergarten families to our district! 
This is certainly an exciting time for everyone involved.  Based on current restrictions, we are unable to 
hold some of our “in-school” pre-kindergarten functions; however, we are fortunate enough to be able 
to do them remotely.  Please see below for Kindergarten events that occurred and upcoming: 

 Kindergarten Parents Orientation  

On Thursday, May 28th, LIVE Kindergarten Parents Orientation took place.  If you were unable to attend 
the session, feel free to watch the recording here: http://wanaqueps.org/kindergartenorientation 

Virtual Kindergarten Screening  

Beginning, Monday, June 8th Virtual Kindergarten Screening begins. These sessions are to help our 
teachers get to know some of the students who will be joining us in September.  School secretaries have 
scheduled the sessions; however, if you have not registered for Kindergarten yet, or know someone who 
is interested, please visit: https://www.wanaqueps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=132 

Upcoming School Events 

Preparation for Field Day 

Beginning, Monday, June 8th, students will have the opportunity during Art class to create a t-shirt or 
poster, displaying their school spirit and appreciation for essential workers in preparation for our first 
Virtual Field Day, taking place, Monday, June 15th.  Please visit either Mrs. Masiello’s or Ms. Vogel’s 
Google Classroom for the step-by-step directions, which will be available beginning Monday.  

  

 



Field Day 

We are excited to run our first ever Virtual Field Day on Monday, June 15th.  This is a time for the 
students to have fun and try new and exciting physical activities.  All activities, along with videos, 
scorecards, and words of wisdom, will be posted on our Physical Education teacher’s Google 
Classrooms.  As your child participates, please be sure to take pictures and/or videos and send it to the 
PTAs, as they will be putting together a slideshow at the conclusion.  A more detailed email regarding 
the day will be sent later in the week. 

Virtual Art Show 

We are excited to be holding a Virtual Art Show on Tuesday, June 16th.  Ms. Vogel and Mrs. Masiello 
have been hard at work putting together pictures of everyone’s art, and will present it via 
YouTube.  More details will follow.  

Band Showcase 

Mr. Testa and his students have put together a collection that they are excited to share with you and the 
student body on Wednesday, June 17th.  A link will follow.  

LIVE Counselor Sessions & Reflective Activities 

In lieu of the normal Counselor Corner activities, our school counselors will have the opportunity to be 
"LIVE" with our students, beginning the week of June 8th.  They will be hosting fun social meetings for 
students, with activities like scavenger hunts, mad libs, Kahoots quizzes, and for the middle schoolers, 
games like, “How Much Do You Really Know About Your Teacher?”  

Google Meet links, activities, and the specific schedule will be on your child’s teacher’s Google 
Classroom page or their Google Doc page. During your child’s grade level session times, our classroom 
and Special Area teachers will be vertically articulating, preparing for September.   

Food Services 

In order to minimize unnecessary contact, the Wanaque School District will be distributing food once per 
week. All food products being distributed are “shelf stable” which means they will easily last until the 
next food distribution date. 

Parents are also being asked, whenever possible, to where a mask and gloves to pick up the shelf 
stable food. Officials from the State of New Jersey are emphasizing the importance of these critical 
safety procedures. 

Just a reminder, if your family is eligible for free and reduced lunch and you are interested in receiving 
breakfast and lunch from the school district, please contact Molly Reith at 973-835-8200 extension 
1527. Please feel free to leave a message over the weekend to give the staff time to prepare for food 
distribution on Tuesday. 

 


